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Abu Dawud narrated from ‘Ali &, that he said: “The 
Prophet & said: 


“A man will come out from Ma Wara’ an-Nahr [Transoxi- 
ana] called al-Harith ibn Harrath. At the head of his army 
will be a man called Mansur. He will establish the rule of 
the family of Muhammad, as Quraysh established that of 
the Messenger of Allah. It will be an obligation upon every 
believer to help him” — or he said: “to respond to him.” 


At-Tabarani in al-Awsat, Nu’aym and Ibn ‘Asakir narrated 
from ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib 2 that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said: 


“There will be at the end of time a trial that will sort out 
men as gold is sorted out from metal. So do not revile the 
people of ash-Sham, but revile their evil ones, for among 
them are al-Abdal [the great righteous men]. A flood is 
about to be released upon the people of ash-Sham that will 
split their unity, so that even if foxes attacked them they 
would defeat them. At that time, a man from my household 
will come out with three banners. The one who estimates 
highly will say: They are fifteen thousand. And the one who 
estimates lower will say: They are twelve thousand. Their 
sign will be: “Amit, amit [kill, kill].” They will meet in 
battle seven banners, and under each of those banners shall 
be a man seeking the kingdom. Allah will kill all of them, 
and restore to the Muslims their unity and bounty, and their 
far ones and near ones.” 
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And Nu’aym ibn Hammad and al-Hakim narrated from 
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib & that he said: 


“There will be a trial in which men will be sorted out as 
gold is sorted out from metal. So do not revile the people 
of ash-Sham, but revile their oppressors, for among them 
are al-Abdal [the great righteous men]. Allah shall send 
upon them a flood from the sky that will drown them, so 
that even if foxes attacked them they would defeat them. 
Then, at that time, Allah will send a man from the descen- 
dants of the Messenger # among at least twelve 
thousand, and at most fifteen thousand, their sign or their 
mark being: “Amit, amit [kill, kill]”, under three banners. 
They will fight a people under seven banners, and there 
will be no leader of any of those banners except that he 
desires the kingdom. So they will fight and be defeated, 
and then the Hashimi will be victorious, and Allah will 
restore to the people their unity and their bounty, and they 
will remain like that until the emergence of the Dajjal.” 


And at-Tabarani narrated from ‘Ali 2; that he said to the 
Prophet $: 


“Is the Mahdi from us, or from other than us O Messenger 
of Allah?” 


He said: “Rather, from us. Allah will complete the affair 
with us as He began it with us. With us, they will be saved 
from shirk [polytheism] and with us, Allah will unite their 
hearts after open enmity, as with us, Allah united their 
hearts after the enmity of shirk.” 


‘Ali said: “Will they be believers or infidels?” He said: 
“There will be those put to trial, and there will be 
infidels.” 


And Nu’aym ibn Hammad and Abu Nu’aym narrated via 
Makhul from ‘Ali # that he said: 


“I said: “O Messenger of Allah, is the Mahdi from us, the 
family of Muhammad? Or from other than us?” 


He said: “No, rather he is from us. Allah will complete the 
religion with him, as He began it with us. With us, they 
will be saved from the trials, as these have been saved 
from shirk. And with us, Allah will unite their hearts after 
the enmity of the trials, as He united the hearts of these 
after the enmity of shirk. And with us, they will become 
after the enmity of the trials brothers, as these have 
become after the enmity of shirk brothers in their 
religion.” 


24 Supporters 


And Nv’aym narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas g that he said: 


“Allah will send the Mahdi after a period of despair, until 
the people say: “There is no Mahdi.” His supporters will 
be a group of the people of ash-Sham, three hundred and 
fifteen in number, equal to the companions of Badr. They 
will go to him from ash-Sham, until they bring him out 
from the bottom of Makkah, from a house near as-Safa, 
then they will give him the bay’ah against his will. So he 
will lead them in two rak’ahs of prayer, the prayer of a 
traveller, at al-Maqam. Then he will ascend the minbar.” 


And he also narrated from ‘Ali « that he said: 


“When the black banners led by Shu’ayb ibn Salih defeat 
the Sufyani’s cavalry, the people will wish for the Mahdi. 
So they will look for him, and he will come out from 
Makkah with the banner of the Prophet #: and pray two 
rak’ahs, after the people had despaired of his coming due 
to the long trials that they had suffered. 


So when he finishes his prayer, he will turn around and 
say: “O people! Trials have heavily afflicted the Ummah 
of Muhammad #, and especially his household. We have 
been conquered and oppressed.” 


